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■ icTlNn OF CLAIMS 

Please amend claims 1. 5-8, 10-U. U-.5, 27-28, and 31-32 as se, forth below. 
Please cancel claims 9, 18-26, and 33-40 wiftout prejudice to .heir introduction in a 
continuation and/or divisional application. Please add new claims 41-50. 



1. (Currently amended) An applicator for applying at least a partial coating of a 

solution to a filament, comprising: 

an applicator surface operable to a. least partially coat a filament with a solution; 

a first ee«a»er reservoir operable to supply the solution to tire applicator surface, a 
volume of the solution in tire first Hsayait corresponding to a solution level ,n the 

first container reservoir; 

a second ««tan« reservoir operable to contain a supply of solution in fluid 
communication witi, tire solution in tire first e— such that the solution m tire 

second co,*»» has a solution level indicative of tire solution level of the solution 

in the first container reservoir ; and 

a detector for determining the solution level wrthin the second .en««er reservoir, tire 
detector operable to control an adjustinent of the volume of the solution in tire firs, 
^n u k m . u a , Ihi.l .hr -n luti n i, l u. U in I h u H i t ni n r r i^ m mtajned^vWrir^^ 

prcdct c n iii ncd rang(? of levels . 

2. (Onginal) The applica.or of claim 1, wherein the filamen. is a glass filamen. 
and .he solution is a glass fiber sizing composition. 
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3. (Original) The applicator of claim 1, wherein the detector is selected from an 
electrical detector, a mechanical detector, an energy wave detector, an ultrasonic detector, 

and a magnetic detector. 

4. (Original) The applicator of claim 1 , wherein the detector is a non-surface 

contacting detector. 

. 5. (Currently amended) The applicator of claim 1, further comprising a flow 
controller positionable between a source of the solution and the first eeataine. reservoir to 
permit flow of the solution from the source to the first ee^ reservoir, and wherein the 
detector is operable to generate a signal to the flow controller to control the flow of the 
solution to the first eentainer reservoir. 

6. (Currently amended) The applicator of claim 1, wherein the solutio jUgyeHn 

n^MlUj^ i- nuintnin--^ - pr.He.te.mnined ran.e ofjeyels. wherein the first 

eentaine. reservoir includes an overflow level^andwherdn the predetermined range of levels 
is below the overflow level. 

7. (Currently amended) The applicator of claim 6, wherein the overflow level 
corresponds to a height of the ee^tame. teieservoir such that any solution exceeding the 
overflow level is prevented from returning to the first ee«tai«ei= reservoir. 
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8. (Currently amended) TT>e applicator of claim 1, wherein *e applicator surface 
fWher comprises an endless belt rotatably supported by at leas, a first support and a second 
support, wherein the first support is a. leas, partially positronable below the solution level oj 
jijea^ueservoir mi the second support ,s positionable adjacent to a contact area between 
the applicator surface and the filament. 



9. (Cancelled) 

,0. (Currently amended) The applicator of claim 1, further comprising shielding 
for coverrng the first eeBta«er reseasir and drreeting excess external hquid on the shreldmg 
away from the solution in the firs. een«« reseaoir. the shieldmg having an opening, 
\ wherein the applica.or surface projeCs from the opening such that fte filamen. .s con.ac.able 
with the applicator surface at the opening. 
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11. (Currently amended) The applicator of claim 10, wherein the first eeftta«« 
reservoir includes an overflow level corresponding to a height of the first eentainer reservoir 
such that any solution exceeding the overflow level is prevented fi-om returning to the first 
eentaner reservoir and the detector is a non-surface contacting detector, and fiirther 
comprising a flow controller positionable between a source of the solution and the first 
eentainer reservoir to permit flow of the solution from the source to the first eentainer 
reservoir, and wherein the detector is operable to generate a signal to the flow controller to 
control the flow of the solution to the first eentaineF reservoir . 

12. (Onginal) The applicator of claim 11, wherein the filament is a glass filament 
and the solution is a glass fiber sizing composition. 

13. (Currently amended) The appUcator of claim 10, wherein the shielding fiirther 
1^ comprises side walls and a top wall of the first eefttai«er r^ervoil, wherein at least one of the 

side walls includes an upper edge and the top wall includes a lower edge, and wherein a 
spacing between the upper edge and lower edge defines the opening. 

14. (Currently amended) The applicator of claim 10. wherein the shielding fiirther 
comprises at least one wall defining a top wall of the first reservoir, the top wall 
fiirther comprising a lower edge defining an upper end of the opening, and fiirther 
comprising a gutter positioned along the top wall in close proximity to the opening such that 
the gutter carries the external liquid away fi-om the opening. 
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15. (Currently amended) The applicator of claim 10, wherein the shielding further 
comprises at least one wall extending over the first reservoir eeHtainer, the at least one wall 
comprising a plurality of edges, wherein at least a portion of the plurality of edges define at 
least one edge of the opening. 

16. (Original) The applicator of claim 15, wherein the shielding further comprises 
a deflector positioned above the at least one wall and adjacent to the filament for directing 
excess Uquid away fi-om the opening. 

17. (Original) The applicator of claim 15, wherein at least a portion of the at least 
one wall extends over at least a portion of the appUcator surface. 



Claims 18-26 (cancelled) 
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• (Cu.e„«ya™e„d.d)Asys.e™fo.supp.yta.a„aapp,yinga..eas,apania, 

coattag of a solution to a fflatnent, contprising: 

a main container operable to supply a solution; 

.local — 

. „ » volume of the solution in the local eentaieer 
receiving the solution from the mam contatner, a volume 

^ corresponding to a solution level ,n the local eentainer 

an appl.ca.or surface operable to receive the so.utton from the local ee»,a^ 

^and apply an at leastparttalcoatingofthesolutiontothe filament; 

anauxtltary — — operablet„con,a.„asupplyofs„lut.o„influ.d 

communtcattonw-ththesolutionrnthelocal — 
..Hary — ^hasasoluttonlevelindtcattveofthesolutionlev^^ 

solution in the eentaifter reservoir; 

aflow controller posittonahlebetween the matncontamer and *e local — 



reservoir 



.0 confrol a flow of solution from the main container to the local e— 



reservoir ; and 

aaetectorformon.tortngthesolutionlevelw.thintheaux,haryeon.»«e,™, 
.hereinthedetector,sc.erab,etogenerateasignaHo.heflowcontroller.nresponse^ 

m„n,.oreasolut,„n.eveloftheau»Uaryeen«»«.r^s«h*^^ 
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28. (Currently amended) The system of claim 27, further comprising shielding for 
covering the local eefttai«er reservoir and directing excess external liquid on the shielding 
away from the solution in the local eentaffler reservoir, the shielding having an opening, 
wherein the applicator surface projects from the opening such that the filament is contactable 
with the applicator surface. 

29. (Original) The system of claim 28, wherein the detector is a non-surface 
contacting detector. 

30. (Original) The system of claim 29, wherein the filament is a glass filament 
and the solution is a glass fiber sizing composition. 

3 1 . (Currently amended) The system of claim 30, wherein the fest local eentaiftef 
reservoir includes an overflow level corresponding to a height of the ee«tai«eF reservoir such 
that any solution exceeding the overflow level is prevented from retuming to the first local 

....r.r.w wh.r.in the solutio n le v el in the local container is maintained within a . 
p....t..n.^ne.Hrnn.e of levels, and wherein the predetermined range of levels is below the 
overflow level. 



Serial No. 09/891,007 
Express Mail Cert. No. EV 032 107 476 US 

Page 9 of 37 

32. (Currently amended) The system of claim 30, wherein the applicator surface 
further comprises an endless belt rotatably supported by at least a first support and a second 
support, wherein the first support is at least partially positionable below the solution level 
and the second support is positionable adjacent to a contact area between the applicator 
surface and the filament, wherein the solution level in the local container is maintained 
within . predetermir^ed range of levels, and wherein the predetermined range of levels is 
such that the applicator surface exits the solution at a constant angle when the solution level 
of the reservoirs is within the predetermined range of levels. 

Claims 33-40 (cancelled). 

41 . (New) The applicator of claim 1 , wherein the applicator surface fiarther 
comprises a single roller, wherein the single roller is at least partially submerged below the 
solution level of the first container. 

42. (New) The system of claim 27, wherein the applicator surface fiirther 
comprises a single roller, wherein the single roller is at least partially submerged below the 
solution level of the local container. 
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43. (New) An applicator for applying at least a partial coating of a solution to a 

filament, comprising: 

an applicator surface operable to at least partially coat a filament with a 

solution; 

a first volume of solution having a top surface corresponding to a solution 
level of the first volume, the first volume of the solution in communication with at least a 
portion of the applicator surface; 

a second volume of the solution having a top surface corresponding to a 
solution level of the second volume and separate fi-om the top surface of the first volume, the 
solution level of the second volume being indicative of the solution level of the first volume; 



and 

a detector for determining the solution level of the second volume of the 
solution, the detector operable to control an adjustment of the first volume of the solution. 

44. (New) The applicator of claim 43, wherein the detector is selected fi-om an 
electrical detector, a mechanical detector, an energy wave detector, an ultrasonic detector, 
and a magnetic detector. 



45. (New) The applicator of claim 43, wherein the detector is a non-surface 
contacting detector. 



Serial No. 09/891,007 
Express Mail Cert. No. EV 032 1 07 476 US 

Page 11 of 37 

46. (New) The applicator of claim 43, further comprising a flow controller 
positionable between a source of the solution and the first volume of solution to permit flow 
of the solution from the source to increase the first volume solution, and wherein the detector 
is operable to generate a signal to the flow controller to control the flow of the solution to the 
first volume of solution. 

47. (New) The applicator of claim 43, further comprising shielding for directing 
excess extemal liquid on the shielding away from the solution in the first volume, the 
shielding having an opening, wherein the applicator surface projects from the opening such 
that the filament is contactable with the applicator surface. 

48. (New) The applicator of claim 43, wherein the first and the second volumes of 
solution are in separate containers. 

49. (New) The applicator of claim 43, wherein the second volume of solution is in 
a second container. 

50. (New) The applicator of claim 43, wherein the applicator surface further 
comprises a single roller, wherein the single roller is at least partially submerged below the 
top surface of the first volume of the solution. 



